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Boys don't keep diariesâ€”or do they?The launch of an exciting and innovatively illustrated new

series narrated by an unforgettable kid every family can relate to.It's a new school year, and Greg

Heffley finds himself thrust into middle school, where undersized weaklings share the hallways with

kids who are taller, meaner, and already shaving. The hazards of growing up before you're ready

are uniquely revealed through words and drawings as Greg records them in his diary.In book one of

this debut series, Greg is happy to have Rowley, his sidekick, along for the ride. But when Rowley's

star starts to rise, Greg tries to use his best friend's newfound popularity to his own advantage,

kicking off a chain of events that will test their friendship in hilarious fashion.Author/illustrator Jeff

Kinney recalls the growing pains of school life and introduces a new kind of hero who epitomizes the

challenges of being a kid. As Greg says in his diary, "Just donâ€™t expect me to be all 'Dear Diary'

this and 'Dear Diary' that." Luckily for us, what Greg Heffley says he won't do and what he actually

does are two very different things.Since its launch in May 2004 on Funbrain.com, the Web version

of Diary of a Wimpy Kid has been viewed by 20 million unique online readers. This year, it is

averaging 70,000 readers a day.
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If there was an "IT" book of 2008 in the school where I teach 5th grade, forget about Harry Potter

and the Deathly Hallows; it had to be Jeff Kinney's Diary of a Wimpy Kid. Book orders could not

send copies fast enough. Book stores could not restock their shelves quickly enough. Everywhere I

turned I was met by a student with his or her nose buried in its pages. So naturally, I had to see

what all the fuss was about.Greg Heffley is your everyday, run-of-the-mill, middle school "wimp".

Sure, someday he's going to amount to something big, but for now, he's "stuck in middle school with

a bunch of morons." Greg's journal, not "diary", but "journal", takes us through the hilarious events

that make up Greg's days in his first year of middle school. Lucky for us, whether it's avoiding his

older brother Rodrick, or abusing his best friend Rowley, Greg's days are never short on laughs.I

can't remember the last time I laughed this hard when reading a book. There are laughs on every

page, literally. Greg's mudslinging student council posters, Greg and Rowley's failed attempt at a

haunted house, the students' wrestling unit in PE ("muscles are gross"), and Christmas time at the

Heffley home. Situations like these that Greg finds himself in are comical enough, but it's his voice

and commentary that sets this book apart. Jeff Kinney has cleverly captured the inner workings of a

middle school student, and because of this book's popularity, it's obvious that students connect with

Greg.However, that's also what scares me about this book. I'm afraid that Kinney is too smart for his

own good and without realizing it, has created a lovable character that advocates laziness and

using your best friend for his family's money and his video games.
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